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Udhyaa Physical Characteristics

defects such as sickness, blindness, visible lameness 
and emaciation. Furthermore, it is required that the 
majority of the ears and horns; if it is a horned animal; 
be there. In general, a perfect Udhyaa should be 
healthy and defects-free.

Age of Udhyaa 
Generally, meat animals; specially males; are less 
tender as they grow older, however Islamic Sharia›a 
sets a minimum age for animals below which they will 
not be accepted as Udhyaa. These minimum ages 
are: 

 Aged «musinaah; thanyaa» from goats, cattle and 
camels, this is further detailed as follows:
- 

2nd one.
- Cattle: completed three (3) years.
- 

 Sheep: Jadh’ah (completed one year).

Assuring a Healthy Udhyaa 

Udhyaa by applying the following inspection 
procedures:

I. Visual Examination:
Visualize the following in the animal:

 
 
 The head is leveled with the body.
 It is from visible lameness. The fore and hind 

limbs are healthy.
 There are no abnormal secretions or 

(diarrhoea at the anal region or hind limbs; 
oral, nasal or lachrymal secretions).

 It is breathing normally i.e. no respiratory 

N.B.: The animal could be panting (shallow 
and rapid breathing «polypnea») if the 
surrounding ambient temperature and 
humidity are high.

 Glissining skin and the hair/wool are not 
easily detached.  

 Shiny eyes which are free from redness 
or yellow discolouration. The mucous 
membranes should be pink.

 The body is free from wounds and abscesses.
 The animal chews normally.

II. Palpation:
Palpate the whole animal body specially the 

that it is free from wounds and abscesses and 
well musculated.
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Transportation of Udhyaa 
Whether you buy or select your Udhyaa from your 

public slaughterhouse bearing in mind that improper 
transportation of the animal without considering its 
needs will have a negative impact on the tenderness 
and quality of the carcass; therefore it is crucial to 
consider the following transportation requirements: 

 Assure that the transportation vehicle provides 

and protected from injuries that could arise from 

the vehicle. 
 

limbs and the right hind limb, thence the animal 

material: mattress or hay. If the animal is quiet and 
not excited, you may tying the fore limbs only is 

 
done in a way that assures the animal will not slip 
or fall down and gets injured.

If you buy an animal sometime before 
the intended slaughter date, provide it 

The importance of using slaughter 
houses?

many slaughterhouses across the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi in which the good hygienic practices (GHP) are 
followed throughout the slaughtering chain. Some of 
these GHP are:

• 

• Clean and safe environment that prevents 
contamination of the carcasses.

• 
• Protection of the environment via the proper 

parts of the animal».
• Control of zoontic & meat-borne diseases such 

as tapeworms.

Dear customer,
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- Unlicensed slaughter men could transmit 
some zoontic diseases to you and to your 
family 
- Do not enter livestock barns and slaughter 
halls in slaughterhouses, but stay in waiting 
halls to avoid diseases or accidents

with sufficient feed and water 



Australian 
Physical Characteristics: Large-sized and covered 
with wool.

Al Najdi
Physical Characteristics: Medium-size and height 
with long limbs, long black and white wool; medium 
tail.

Somali
Physical Characteristics: Medium-sized, well 
muscular with white body and black head, polled 
(hornless) and fat-tailed.

Al Nuaimi
Physical Characteristics: Medium-sized with white 
body wool and black or brown head, fat-tailed, 
females are polled (hornless) while male have spiral 
horns.

SHEEP
Most Common Breeds



Al Jazeeri
Physical Characteristics: Small-sized, mostly white-
coloured, the adult weight is 15-22 Kg. The Local:

Physical Characteristics: Medium-sized, blackbody 
colour with golden, white or red stripes around the 
eyes, lower abdomen and limbs. Female weights  25 
 - 30 Kg  while the male weights 30-35 Kg.

Al Sudani (Al Sawakini) 
Physical Characteristics: Large body size with a 
small head, mostly reddish brown-colored with white 
head, long tail.

Pakistani
Physical Characteristics: Large-sized, horny, female 
weight could reach 90 Kg while the male weights 
120 Kg.

GOATS
Most Common Breeds



Somali
Physical Characteristics: Slim with long limbs, white 
with soft and short hair, short ears and curved horns.

Al Salali
Physical Characteristics: Slim with long limbs, white 
with soft and short hair, short ears and curved horns

Al A’aredhi
Physical Characteristics: Medium-sized, multi-
colored with the black being dominant

Al Rahbi
Physical Characteristics: Medium-sized, mostly 
black with white-colored fetlocks.



  

 

 
 
  
   

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

                      
  

    
 

  
 

List of Slaughterhouses in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate

Abu Dhabi City and Suburbs

Abu Dhabi Automatic Slaughterhouse 
The Public Slaughterhouse  
Al Shahama Slaughterhouse  
Bani Yas Slaughterhouse   
Al Wathba Slaughterhouse  

Western Region

Madinat Zayed Slaughterhouse  
Liwa Slaughterhouse  
Ghayathi Slaughterhouse
Sila’a Slaughterhouse  
Al Marfa Slaughterhouse  
Delma Island Slaughterhouse
Al Ruwais Slaughterhouse  

Al Ain and Suburbs

Al Ain Central Slaughterhouse  
New Public Slaughterhouse  
Al Wagan Slaughterhouse  
AL Quo’o Temporary Slaughterhall 
Al Hayar Slaughterhouse  
Sweihan Slaughterhouse  
Al Faqa’a Slaughterhouse 
Al Yahr Slaughterhouse  
 

02 3760020
02 3766642 
02 3564353
02 3855331 
02 9506596 

02 4889196
02 3788898 

02 2788361
02 0022388 

02 6758678 

03 7127752 

02 3760020
02 3766642 
02 3564353
02 3855331 
02 9506596 

02 4889196
02 3788898 

02 2788361
02 0022388 

02 6758678 

AL Salamat Slaughterhouse 
Msakin Slaughterhouse
Mafgar 1 Slaughterhouse                             

مسلخ السالمات
مسلخ مساكن
 مسلخ   مفقر 1

03 7127752 


